[Ultrastructure of terminal myocardial arteries in chronic ischemic heart disease].
The ultrastructure of the terminal arteries and arterioles was studied on biopsy samples obtained during aortocoronary bypass surgery in ten patients with stenosing atherosclerosis of the major coronary arteries and a history of chronic CHD. A complex of morphofunctional shifts was identified affecting all layers of the vessel wall and leading to readjustment of every coat. The major cellular populations directly involved included endotheliocytes, smooth muscle cells and stromal cells. Fibroblastic elements, penetrating by their processes up to the subendothelial zone stimulated total fibrosis of the vessel wall. The changes detected are indicative of the impaired patency and alterations in the responsiveness of resistant vessels which can considerably affect the microcirculation and trophicity of tissue.